Regular City Council Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall
Tuesday, December 20, 2022
6:30 p.m.
AGENDA
1. Meeting Called to Order *Additional information on agenda item is attached or at City Hall

2. Approval of Consent Agenda

Bills: Checks #26732-26777, 842¢-850¢e (1-9)

Payroll: Checks #67081-67115

Approve Library Board November 8, Minutes, November Report, and November Expenditures (10-12)
Approve November 14 Lake Commission Minutes (13)

Approve November 21 EDA Minutes (14-15)

Approve November 23 Utilities Commission Minutes (16-17)

Approve December 6 City Council Minutes (18-20)

Approve Hiring Melissa Henry, EMT, effective 12/20/22

Approve Resolution #28-22 Extending Participation in the Cottonwood County Home Initiative Program
(21-22)

P
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3. Public — A total of ten (10) minutes is allotted for individuals to briefly discuss a topic of concern or
provide comments to the Council.

4.  Street Department
a. Discussion/Action — Purchase Snowplow Truck

5. Utilities
a. Discussion/Action — Approve 2023 Utilities Budget (23-37)
b. Discussion/Action — Resolution #27-22 2022 Electric, Water, & Wastewater Rates (38-40)

6. City Attorney
a. Discussion/Action — Greenhouse Update

7.  City Administrator
a. Review — Board/Commission Appointments for 2023* (Separate Sheet)

8. Roundtable
a. Discussion — Commissions/Boards Update

9. Adjoumn



MOUNTAIN LAKE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MINUTES
November 8th, 2022
Members Present: Dennis C., Rachel S., Rick H., Vickie K.
Members Absent:
Staff Present: Daniel Mick
Others Present: Michael Mueller
Others Absent: Dana Kass

The meeting was called to order at 4:33 pm by Chairperson Rick Herrig

M/S Rachel S. / Rick H. to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2022 meeting.

Reports: Daniel M. presented the October Monthly reports indicating 2308 total circulation and
expenditures in the amount of $2,309.08. M/S Dennis C. / Vickie K. to accept the October reports as
given and to approve the October expenditures, Motion carried.

Additions to the agenda: Michael M. announced that Dana S. raise will be presented at the next board
meeting.

Old Business: Rachel Bucklin has accepted the offer to join the library board. She will be sworn in
during the January 10" meeting. Still have 2 open spots.

In New Business: Paint party in October went well and looking forward to the next one on December
6™. Sarah M. has resigned from the library board due to unstable work and personal life. Karin S has
presented her 2 week notice and has been accepted by Daniel M.

M/S Vickie K. / Rick H. approved raise for Dana S to $17.00 until she is promoted to a full Assistant

Director. M/S Rachel S. / Dennis C. approved posing of Library Assistant open position for 15 20 hr.
/week.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:26PM

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis Cords



Ingram

Better Homes & Gardens
Citizen Newspaper
Frontier

MN Energy

Dennis Paycheck

Elite Mechanical

Indoff

Amazon Order (7301067)
Amazon Order (0892239)
Amazon Order (7265815)
Amazon Order (0741834)
Amazon Order (4383448)

Amazon Order (7274633)

LIBRARY EXPENDITURES -

Book Orders

Subscription Renew 2 years
Subscription Renew 1 year
Telephone

Gas

Janitor Pay

Furnace Repair

Supplies

DVD Order

DVD Order

DVDs & Labels

Projector

Speaker & DVD Drive

Christmas Decor & Library Supply

Total

U

$488.85
$22.00
$57.00
$175.96
$142.43
$345.00
$90.00
$47.03
$8.98
$19.96
$67.47
$495.00
$132.73

$103.51

$2,195.92
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Lake Commission Meeting Minutes

Monday, November 14, 2022, 6:30 p.m.

Member Present: David Bucklin, Nathan Harder, Janell Bargen, Kim Syverson, Joey Morey, Randy
Loewen.

Members Absent: Jean Haberman.

Guests Present: Rachel Yoder

M/S/P Severson/Morey to approve tonight’s agenda and minutes of Tuesday, October 11, 2022.
The board reviewed the Treasurers Report provide by the city.

Lake and Trail projects reviewed, completion of the Fire Ring by east boat landing, moving fishing pier,
empty can bin.

Randy Loewen reported the Weed Harvester would need several repairs in the off-season.

With the low water level in the lake, it will be crucial to get the aeration system up and running soon.
The first notice of lake aeration is in the newspaper this week. After a second open water-warning ad,
we can start preparing to turn aeration on. Warning signs will need installation prior to start so thick ice
may be required. The ad in the paper says December 1 is the soonest to start aeration, which follows the
permit.

M/S/P Harder/Bargen to approve payment to the city of $400.00 dolilars from Lake Commission funds
to reimburse the city for gas to remove the old boardwalk. The board did favor a small fee for public to
purchase the old board walk pieces.

Meeting adjourned 7:50 p.m.
Next Meeting Monday, December 12, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.

Minutes by Chair, David Bucklin.



Economic Development Authority
Monday, November 21, 2022
Mt. Lake City Hall
Council Chambers

PRESENT: Jerry Haberman, Vem Peterson, Mike Nelson, Mitch Schroeder, Chuck Stevensen and
Darla Kruser and Clara Johnson, Advisor.

ABSENT: Steve Syverson

CITY ADMINISTRATOR: Michael Mueller

STAFF: Rod Hamilton and Tabitha Garloff

1. CALL TO ORDER: President Haberman called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

2. Motion to Approve Consent Agenda
Consent Agenda:
a. Approval of October 17, 2022, and October 26, 2022, Meeting Minutes.
b. Approval of Financial Reports and Bills. Motion made by Darla to approve the
consent agenda as presented. Seconded by Mike. Motion carried.

3. UpKeep, Kevin Froderman, Request for Financial Assistance of Purchase of Hall’s Handy
Heating. Kevin was unable to be present at the meeting. Rod reported that UpKeep
assumed ownership of Hall’s Handy Heating as of July 1, 2022. Rod reviewed an email
received from Kevin Kevin will be attending the December EDA board meeting. Rod will
follow up with Kevin.

4. Ebeling Meat Processing. Rod has been in contact with Jacob Ebeling. Rod and Tabitha
had a phone conference with Adam Bleck, MSU-Mankato grad student. Adam and his
group are working on a capstone project related to a feasibility study for Ebeling meat
processing facility and retail store. The project is moving forward.

5. Broadband Committee Report/SDN Project in Commercial Park/LTD Broadband. Rod will
be attending the Cottonwood County Broadband Meeting November 22" at 6 p.m. in
Windom. Michael received information from LTD Broadband stating they are interested in
coming to Mountain Lake.

6. Apartment Annual Rent Increases. Darla and Tabitha did annual apartment inspections on
November 17", Discussed findings. Darla and Tabitha stated there is one unit that is being
smoked in. Tabitha was directed to send a letter reminding tenant of the no smoking policy.
Motion made by Darla to approve the annual rent increase of $25 a month effective
February 1%, 2023. Seconded by Chuck. Motion carried. Tabitha will send rent increase
letters.

7. Krienke Foods International, Inc. Caleb state he will be in November 28,29"" with a receipt
showing property tax payment.



8. Mountain Lake Commercial Park:
a. Potential New Businesses. Rod reviewed potential new businesses and contacts that
have made with current businesses.

9. GENERAL DISCUSSION:

a. DEED Small Cities Grant Award for Housing & Commercial Rehab. The 2022
Minnesota Small Cities Development Program Grant (SCDP) has been approved for
funding in the amount of $759,000 from the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).

b. Next Regular Board Meeting is December 19, 2022.

c. Other Business. Jerry discussed the need to move forward with updating the EDA
by-laws. Jerry asked board members to review the by-law draft for discussion at the
December board meeting. Darla stated the EDA Assistant job description needs to
be updated. Discussed Pow Wow and how it will be handled with the split between
the EDA and Chamber.

10. ADJOURN. President Haberman adjourned the meeting at 1:12 p.m.

ISy



Mountain Lake Utilities Commission Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall
Wednesday, November 23, 2022
7 AM

Members Present: Mark Langland, Sue Garloff, David Savage, Todd Johnson, Brian Janzen;
City Council Liaison Dean Janzen

Members Absent:

Staff Present: Michael Mueller; Clerk/Administrator; Jill Falk; Utilities Office Manager,
Dave Watkins; Electric Superintendent; Steve Peters; Lineman; Taylor
Nesmoe; Water/Wastewater Superintendent; Scott Pankratz;
Water/Wastewater Worker

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7 AM.

Approval of Minutes and Bills
Motion by Garloff seconded by Johnson to approve the November 11th Minutes. and Check
Numbers 22142-22178 (426E-429E). Motion carried.

a) In the past, the utilities have included a donation of $1,140 with the yearly Member fees.
Tabitha Garloff is stepping away from the Chamber and will only work with the EDA.
Mueller has recommended donating $10,000 split evenly between the Utilities, EDA, and
the city. This will assist in the hiring of a part-time Chamber director. Along with the
$10,000, the Chamber will also no longer be making a monthly payment of $700 to the
city, so that is additional income that can be applied to the directors’ salary. Pow Wow
will still be handled by the city as well as the Chamber, and a committee will be created

to work together for the festival. A motion was made by Savage, second by Brian Janzen
to make the donation to the Chamber in the amount of $3,333 for the Utility’s portion.
Motion passed unanimously.

Electric Department

The holiday season has begun, so they have been working hard to get the Christmas lights hung.
Garloff mentioned that some lights over by Dollar General appear to be out. Watkins stated that
at this time, there are not any extra bulbs to use as replacements. Everything seemed to be
working when the lights were hung, but he would check them out to see what could be done.
Also, as stated previously, the generator project is still slowly moving forward. The final process
for the presentation should be completed soon.
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Water/Wastewater Department

A few small items were discussed. First, the new utility trucks have finally been ordered.
The order for two Chevrolet Silverado trucks has been placed through Jason at Mountain Lake
Automotive. Also, the advertisement for bids for the sand filters has been listed. The bids will
be opened and tabulated on December 2", Lastly, there are a few items from the punch list for
the ponds that are currently being completed.

Michael McCue has come into the office several times with complaints about high-water
usage. The radio was not reading correctly, so an approximation was made for the monthly
usage. It was a few months before the radio could be repaired and he was billed for 2000 gallons
of water each month, but it appears he was using much more. Once the radio was repaired and
an accurate reading was retrieved, he was billed 34,000 gallons for one month. After several
conversations, he still feels that he is being double charged. He was supposed to be present
today to present his case to the commission. It was decided that since the balance has already
been paid, it is safe to assume the meter is correct and he will need to come to the commission to
dispute the charges.

City Administrator

The budget will be ready to review at the next meeting and then discuss any rate changes for
January. LTD Broadband has reached out and is interested in connecting fiber to Mountain
Lake. They want to connect to the poles instead of burying underground. Mueller found a draft
pole attachment agreement, and is still looking for the pole attachment agreement for Mediacom.
Mediacom is charged $3.50 each year per pole. This is a minimal charge. Mueller will reach out
to CMPAS and other municipalities to see comparable rates for Pole Agreements. At this time
only 30% of our lines are connected to poles and 70% has been moved underground. LTD has
requested a copy of our pole mapping to determine how they will service the community. There
will be no cost to the utilities if LTD were to install fiber. At this time, the utilities have charged
Mediacom $2 per foot to bury their line along with ours. However, Mediacom has two bills over
$1,300 for burying these lines that have still not been paid. Mueller will work with Rod
Hamilton to reach out to Mediacom to get these past-due amounts paid.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 a.m.

ATTEST:

Jill Falk, Utilities Office Manager



City of Mountain Lake
Regular City Council Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall — 930 Third Ave
Tuesday, December 6, 2022
6:30 p.m. — Truth In Taxation Public Budget Meeting
6:30 p.m. — Regular City Council Meeting

Members Present: Dean Janzen, Dana Kass, Darla Kruser, Andrew Ysker, Mike Nelson

City Staff Present:  Michael Mueller City Administrator; Maryellen Suhrhoff City Attorney,
Ben McHenry Police Officer

Others Present: Jay Schied, Tom Appel, Hugh Simon, Alan Herrig, Doug Regehr

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Mike Nelson at 6:30 p.m.

Approval of Agenda & Public Meeting to Discuss 2023 Budget
Review — Preliminary 2023 Summary Budget and Tax Levy
Review — Local Government Aid
Review — 2023 Capital Improvement Plan
Review — 2023 Budget Packet

The administrator reviewed and explained the preliminary 2023 summary budget and tax levy,
Local Government Aid, levy information, the 2023 Capital Improvement Plan, and the 2023
budget packet as approved in September. The preliminary levy was set at a 9% increase. The
total levy is $975,526.69, an $81,970.07 increase from last year. Jay Schied, Hugh Simon, and
Alan Herrig asked questions regarding the budget and levy increase. A large amount of the levy
increase, $35,061.35, will be budgeted for the County Ditch 21 assessment. No changes were
made to the levy or budget.

Resolution #25-22 - 2023 Final Levy & 2023 Budget
Motion by Janzen, seconded by Ysker, to approve Resolution #25-22 — 2023 Final Levy & 2023
Budget. Motion carried 5— 0.

Approval of Agenda & Consent Agenda

Motion by Kruser, seconded by Kass, to add the third and final readings for Ordinance #5-22 &
#6-22. as well as Nixle to the agenda. Motion carried 5— 0. Motion by Kass. seconded by Ysker
to approve the agenda and consent agenda as amended. Motion carried 5—0.




Bills: Checks #26679-26731,840E-900E

Payroll: Checks #67042 — 67081

Approve October 17 & 26 EDA Minutes

Approve November 10 Utilities Commission Minutes

Approve November 18 & 21 City Council Minutes

Approve November Street Department Report

Approve Resolution #26-22 — Establishing Polling Place for 2023

Hire Ken Classen, Jean Haberman & Anthony Aragon, Ice Rink & Warming
House Attendant, effective 12/6/22

Approve City Surplus - Karcher Tornado Floor Sweeper

Public
Hugh Simon, Doug Regehr, and Tom Appeal spoke during the public comment section of the
meeting.

2023 Items
Motion by Janzen. second by Kruser to approve 2023 wages, salaries, and step changes
accordingly for each employee. Motion carried 5 — 0.

Street Department
The Street Department would like to purchase a used snow plow truck. No action taken; item
was tabled.

City Attorney

There was a third and final reading regarding a proposed ordinance change regarding section
4.07,5.32 & 5.60 of the city code. Motion by Kass, seconded by Janzen, to approve Ordinance
#5-22 Amending Section 4.07 Building Maintenance. Motion carried 5— 0. Motion by Ysker,
seconded by Kruser, to approve Ordinance #6-22 Amending Liquor Regulations. Motion carried
5-0.

City Administrator
Review — Board/Commission Appointments for 2023
Review — Meeting Dates for 2023
Review — Nixle

A list of expiring and vacancies for the various city boards and commissions were briefly
discussed. Mayor Nelson is currently working on the list and contacting those whose term
expires at the end of this year. A list of meeting dates for 2023 was reviewed. Nixle, an
emergency notification tool was discussed, as there was a text message to residents, alerting
them that Nixle will be no longer used. The administrator will investigate this concern, and get



back to the Council, but will make sure a text message and emergency notification system will
be in place.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m.

ATTEST:

Michael Mueller, Administrator/Clerk
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN LAKE, MINNESOTA
MOUNTAIN LAKE CITY COUNCIL

RESOLUTION # 28-22

A RESOLUTION APPROVING GUIDELINES AND EXTENDING PARTICIPATION
IN THE COTTONWOOD COUNTY HOME INITIATIVE PROGRAM

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes §469.1813 gives authority to Minnesota cities to grant an
abatement of taxes imposed by the City if certain criteria are met; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the statutory requirements, on January 17, 2017, the City of
Mountain Lake adopted Resolution #3-17 approving the Cottonwood County Home Initiative
Guidelines (which must be met before an abatement of taxes will be granted for residential
development) and approving participation in the Cottonwood County Home Initiative Program;
and thereafter adopted a Resolution to continue participation in the program through December
31, 2022; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Cottonwood County Home Initiative Program is to
provide incentives to encourage the construction of new owner-occupied and rental residential
housing units, encourage replacement of dilapidated housing structures within Cottonwood
County, and increase future tax revenues in Cottonwood County; and

WHEREAS, the Cottonwood County Home Initiative Program provides for abatement of
the real estate taxes (generated by the construction of a new home or new rental residential housing
units on property in the County) for a period of five years; and

WHEREAS, an eligible participant in the program would be any person who constructs a
new single-family home, duplex, multi-family complex, or residential portion of a shouse and
who files application material and seeks formal approval from the appropriate local jurisdictions;
and

WHEREAS, on December 7, 2022, the Cottonwood County Commissioners approved an
extension of the application period in the Cottonwood County Home Initiative Program for an
additional three years commencing on January 1, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the revised Guidelines provide that the application period for the Program
would commence on January 1, 2023, and end on December 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City of Mountain Lake and its citizens that
the City of Mountain Lake’s participation in the Cottonwood County Home Initiative Program
be extended from January 1, 2023, through December 31, 2025, pursuant to the Guidelines
adopted by Cottonwood County and approved by the City of Mountain Lake.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MOUNTAIN LAKE, MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS:



1. The Cottonwood County Home Initiative Program Guidelines (January 1, 2023 —
December 31, 2025) are hereby approved without a valuation cap.

2. Renewal of the City of Mountain Lake’s participation in the Cottonwood County Home
Initiative Program for another three-year period to commence on January 1, 2023, is hereby
approved.

3. The City Council retains the authority for final approval of individual projects
requesting tax abatement by the City of Mountain Lake.

4. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized to sign any required
documents authorizing the City of Mountain Lake’s continued participation in the Cottonwood
County Home Initiative Program through December 31, 2025.

Adopted this 20th day of December, 2022.

Mike Nelson, Mayor

ATTEST:
Michael Mueller, City Administrator
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Mountain Lake Municipal Electric Rate Adjustments

Effective January 1, 2023.

For Usage after January 1, 2023.
New rate will firs_’_c be noticed on bills due March 5,2023.

- Current Effective January 1, 2023

[Power Cost Adjustment L

Base cost per KWH | 6.5 cents | ~ 6.5cents

Annual Average -0.0038 . -0.0038

Residential _ |

B Customer Base Charge | $14.28 | $14.57 )

i B All Energy | 11.53 cents/KWH | 11.76 cents/KWH

Rural Residential _ |
Customer Base Charge $17.34 1 $17.68 -

All Energy | 11.53 cents/KWH | 11.76 cents/KWH

Commercial under 20kw _ | ) )

Customer Base Charge | $24.48 [ $24.97
B B All Energy 11.12 cents/KWH _ 11.34 cents/KWH

Large Commercial and

Large Rural Commercial |

over 20 kW | ] | -

| Customer charge| $56.10 B $57.22

Demand Charge | ~ 14.28 cents/kW _ ~ 14.57 cents/kW

- Energy Charge per KWH 5.92 cents/KWH | 6.04 cents/KWH

City Facilities & Street Lighting | - i B N
Customer Base Charge| $24.48 ; 82497

| B Energy charge ~ 8.77 cents/KWH 8.95 cents/KWH

Conservation Improvement Plan _ 1.50% : 1.50%

A residential household using 80(_)j_KWH of energy a month will see aﬁ increase of $2.13 a mor;fh

An electric rate Eudy will be“completed by Missouri River Energy Services in 2023
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Resolution #27-22
City of Mountain Lake Minnesota
Resolution Adopting 2023 Water, Sanitary Sewer, and Electric Rates

WHEREAS, Mountain Lake City Code, Section 3.02 gives authority to the Mountain Lake City Council
to set utility rates, including water, sanitary sewer, electric rates; and

WHEREAS, water, sanitary sewer, and electric charges are intended to and are used to fund capital
expenditures and the cost of operation and maintenance of the city’s water and sanitary sewer systems;
and

WHEREAS, Northland Strategies and Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) have conducted
analyses of water and sanitary sewer rates, and electric rates respectively and have determined that rate
increases are necessary to operate and maintain the city’s water, sanitary sewer and electric systems, to
maintain reserves, and to repay debt incurred to improve the systems; and

WHEREAS, the Mountain Lake Utility Commission has considered the rate increases for 2023 and has
recommended that the Mountain Lake City Council adopt said increases, and

WHEREAS, the city’s 2022 water, sanitary sewer and electric rates are as follows:

WATER
Residential Rural Commercial/
Industrial
Base $32.92 $34.13 $32.92
1,000 — 6,999 1,000 — 50,000
gallons $7.62/1000 $8.53/1000 | gallons $8.23/1000
7,000 — 12,999
gallons $8.53/1000 $9.75/1000 | 51,000+gallons $8.43/1000
13,000 —
25,999 gallons $9.75/1000 $10.98/1000
26,000+
gallons $10.98/1000 $12.19/1000
SANITARY SEWER
Residential Rural Commercial/
Industrial
Base $44.81 $47.80 $0
0 — 3,000 gallons
of water used $0 $0 $47.80
3,001 + gallons on
water used $0 $0 $8.96/1000




ELECTRIC

Customer Charge Energy Charge Demand Charge
Residential $14.28 $.1153 per kWh None
Rural
Residential $17.34 $.1153 per kWh None
Commercial $24.48 $.1112 per kWh None
Lg. Commercial
& Rural Lg. $56.10 $.0592 per kWh $.1428 per kW
Commercial
City Facilities &
Street Lights $24.48 $.0877 per kWh None

Power Cost Adjustment Base $.0650 per kWh

Conservation Improvement Plan Surcharge — 1.5% of bill

WHEREAS, the city’s 2023 water, sanitary sewer and electric rates are as follows:

WATER
Residential Rural Commercial/
Industrial
Base $33.58 $34.81 $33.58
1,000 — 6,999 1,000 — 50,000
gallons $7.77/1000 $8.70/1000 | gallons $8.39/1000
7,000 — 12,999
gallons $8.70/1000 $9.95/1000 | 51,000+gallons $8.60/1000
13,000 —
25,999 gallons $9.95/1000 $11.20/1000
26,000+
gallons $11.20/1000 $12.43/1000
SANITARY SEWER
Residential Rural Commercial/
Industrial
Base $45.71 $48.76 $0
0 — 3,000 gallons $0 $0
of water used $48.76
3,001 + gallons on $0 $0
water used $9.14/1000




ELECTRIC

Customer Charge Energy Charge Demand Charge
Residential $14.57 $0.1176 per kWh None
Rural
Residential $17.68 $0.1176 per kWh None
Commercial $24.97 $0.1134 per kWh None
Lg. Commercial
& Rural Lg. $57.22 $0.0604 per kWh $0.1457 per kW
Commercial
City Facilities &
Street Lights $24.97 $0.0895 per kWh None

Power Cost Adjustment Base $.0650 per kWh

Conservation Improvement Plan Surcharge — 1.5% of bill.

ATTEST:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN
LAKE, MINNESOTA, that the following water, sanitary sewer and electric rates are hereby adopted
effective January 1, 2023 for usage after January 1, 2023:

Approved by the Mountain Lake City Council on this 20" day of December 2022.

Mike Nelson, Mayor

Michael Mueller, City Administrator/Clerk

“HO



