CITY OF MOUNTAIN LAKE, MINNESOTA

ORDINANCE #4-12

BEEKEEPING 

Be it ordained the Mt. Lake City Code is amended:


by adding Paragraph #17 Beekeeping to Subdivision 3, Conditional Use, Section 9.11, Residential District (R); 

by adding Paragraph #13 Beekeeping, With the Exception of Blocks 2, 3, 4, 5 Original Townsite, to Subdivision 3, Conditional Use, Section 9.21 General Commercial District (C-2);  


by adding a new Subdivision No. 8 Beekeeping, to Section 8.13, Animals and Fowl, - Keeping Transporting, Treatment, Housing, which reads as follows:  
Subdivision 8. Beekeeping. 

A. Purpose. The keeping of bees will be allowed as a conditional use in the Residential (R) and General Commercial District (C-2), when the requirements as found in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of this subdivision are met. 

B. An Application for a Conditional Use Permit shall be made to the City upon forms furnished by the City prior to installing, altering or establishing a Colony of Bees within a Hive. 

C. Definitions. As used in this Subdivision, the following words and terms shall have the meanings ascribed in this Subdivision unless the context of their usage indicates another usage. 


1. Apiary - Any place or location where one or more Colonies or Nuclei of Bees are kept.


2. Beekeeper - A person who owns or has charge of one or more Colonies of Bees.


3. Beekeeping Equipment - Anything used in the operation of an Apiary, such as Hive bodies,
 supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors.


4. Bees - Means any stage of the common Honeybee, Apis mellifera, or other Bees kept for the

production of honey or wax. 


5. Colony - Means an aggregate of Bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when 
and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey.


6. Hive - The receptacle inhabited by a Colony that is manufactured for that purpose. One Hive
houses one swarm consisting of one queen and worker Bees. 


7. Honey Bee - All life stages of the common domestic Honey Bee, Apis mellifera species, or
other Bees kept for the production of honey or wax. 


8. Nucleus Colony - A small quantity of Bees with a queen housed in a smaller than usual Hive
box designed for a particular purpose.

D. Permit Application Requirements:

An application shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator on a form prescribed by the City.  The following information is required:

1. Names and address of beekeeper and property owner, parcel number and legal description
of property.


2.  Number of hive(s) to be placed on property. 


3.  Current zoning of the property.


4. A site plan or survey, showing size of property, location of house(s) and other buildings on
the property, location of structures on abutting properties, location of sidewalk(s), location of required water source, and location, dimensions, and text of sign notifying the public that bees and hive(s) are present. 

5. Location of any schools or licensed child day care center within 200 feet. 

E. Requirements for Hives:


1. Honey Bee Colonies may be kept only upon a Lot containing a single dwelling unit, and
within the Residential (R) and General Commercial (C-2) Districts, with the exception of Block 2, 3, 4, 5, Original Townsite. 

2. Each Beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is available within twenty-five
(25) feet of the Hive, stand boxes or apiaries. 


3. No Bees shall be kept upon any land not owned or possessed by the keeper of such Bees.


4. A conspicuous sign(s) of suitable size and text identifying the site as housing Bees and
warning of danger shall be posted in suitable location(s). 

5. No person shall establish or maintain any Hive or keep any Bees on any premises within 50
feet of any occupied dwelling, except the dwelling of the owner of such Bees, or within 25 feet of any property line, sidewalk, alley or other public way as measured from the nearest point on the Hive to the property line, sidewalk, alley or other public right of way. 


6. No Hive shall be kept or maintained within 200 feet of a school or licensed child day care
center. 


7. No Colony or Hive shall be kept or maintained within any front yard.


8. Colony Density. 
 
a. The number of colonies on any residential or general commercial tract shall be 

determined by the Planning and Zoning Commission during the Conditional Use Public Hearing in consultation with the beekeeper. The following tract size and number of colonies guidelines shall be considered:





i. One quarter-acre or less tract size: 2 colonies





ii. More than one-quarter acre but less than one-half acre tract size: 4 colonies





iii. More than one-half acre but less than one acre tract size: 6 colonies





iv. One acre or larger tract size: 8 colonies




b. Regardless of tract size, where all hives are situated at least 200 feet in any direction from all property lines of the tract on which the apiary is situated, there shall be no limit to the number of colonies. 




c. Regardless of tract size, so long as all property other than the tract upon which the hives are situated, that is within a radius of at least 200 feet from any hive, remains undeveloped property, there shall be no limit to the number of colonies. 

F. Standards of Practice. 


1. Each Beekeeper shall maintain Beekeeping Equipment in good condition, including keeping the Hives painted if they have been painted but are peeling or flaking, and securing unused equipment from weather, potential theft or vandalism and occupancy by swarms. It shall not be a defense to this ordinance that a Beekeeper's unused equipment attracted a swarm and that the Beekeeper is not intentionally keeping Bees. 


2. Nothing in this article shall be deemed or construed to prohibit the keeping of Bees within a school for the purpose of observation, or within a physician's office or laboratory for the purpose of medical research, treatment, or other scientific purposes.


3. If the Beekeeper serves the community by removing a swarm or swarms of Honey

Bees from locations where they are not desired, the Beekeeper shall not be considered in violation of the portion of this ordinance limiting the number of Colonies if they temporarily house the swarm on the Apiary Lot in compliance with the standards of practice set out in this ordinance for no more than 30 days from the date acquired. 


4. Honey Bee Colonies shall be kept in Hives with removable frames, which shall be kept in sound and usable condition.


5. Each Beekeeper shall ensure that no wax comb or other material that might encourage robbing by other Bees is left upon the grounds of the Apiary Lot. Such materials once removed from the site shall be handled and stored in sealed containers, or placed within a building or other insect-proof container. 


6. For each Colony permitted to be maintained under this ordinance, there may also be maintained upon the same Apiary Lot, one Nucleus Colony in a Hive structure not to exceed one standard 9-5/8 inch depth 10-frame Hive body with no supers.

Adopted by the Council this _____ day of May 2012.







Attest:

____________________________


______________________________


Mayor






Clerk
Published in the Mt.Lake/Butterfield Observer/Advocate on _____________________________. 
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