Regular Council Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall 
Tuesday, December 8, 2015
6:00 p.m.

Members Present:	Mike Nelson, Dana Kass, Darla Kruser, David Savage, Andrew Ysker 
	
Members Absent: 	 None 

Staff Present:	Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator; Maryellen Suhrhoff, Muske, Muske and Suhrhoff; Chief Doug Bristol and Officer Jacob Vitzthum, Police Dept.

Others Present: 	Hugh Long, Myra Long, Corinne Green, Floyd Green, Doug Regehr

Call to Order 
Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

Oath of Office, Officer Jacob Vitzthum
Officer Jacob Vitzthum took the oath of office.  His first day of employment with the city was Nov. 30. 

2016 Budget/Levy Public Meeting
Nelson opened the public meeting at 6:05 p.m.  There were no residents present.  The council
reviewed the preliminary levy set at an increase of 10% over 2015 and discussed further
reductions.  Motion by Kass, seconded by Kruser, to direct the administrator to prepare a final
budget and levy with an increase of 5% over 2015.  The Police Dept. health insurance line-item 
will be reduced to reflect the change in personnel; Fund 501 reserves will be used to prevent the
further reduction of city services.   Motion carried unanimously.   Nelson closed the public 
meeting at 6:25 p.m.  The budget/levy and the assessed market value of their properties were
discussed with residents who arrived shortly after the public meeting was closed. 

Agenda and Consent Agenda 
Motion by Savage, seconded by Ysker, to amend the agenda with the addition of 2K. Oberloh and Associates 2015 audit engagement letter and the removal of 4B. Squad Car, and to adopt the consent agenda and agenda as amended. Motion carried unanimously. 
Bills: Check #’s 9918086-9918176; 411-412E
Payroll Checks #’s 62127-62098
Nov. 16 Council Minutes
Sept. 28 and Nov. 2 Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes 
Oct. 14 Library Board Minutes, Oct. Public Library Report, Oct. Expenditures
Nov. 12 Utility Commission Minutes
Oct. and Nov. Building Permits
Grant Six Month Leave Request, Ken Classen, Fire Dept
Resolution #36-15 Accepting $5,000 Gift on Behalf of the Tree Commission
Cigarette Licenses
Oberloh & Associates 2015 Audit Letter of Engagement 

Public 
No one present addressed the council during this portion of the meeting.  

Information Technology Provider Update 
Request for Proposals were sent to area providers.  The administrator is recommending the city enter into a 40 hour service agreement with Computer Lodge with offices in Jackson, Fairmont, and Worthington at a cost of $85/hour.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Ysker, to enter into the agreement.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adopt Resolution # 35-15, 2016 Water and Sewer Rates
The rates and reasons they are being raised were reviewed.  The increases are 2% over 2015 rates, take effect got usage after Jan. 1, 2016 and will first noticed on bills due March 5, 2016.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Ysker, to adopt Resolution #35-15.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Electric Dept. Update 
The possible development of a city/utility owned community solar project and the effect of a recent National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) for reciprocal internal combustion engines (RICE) federal court ruling on the city/utility’s ability to operate the generators in the power plant in an emergency situation were discussed.  No action taken. 

7PM – Public Hearing, Variance Petition, 409 7th St. N.
Nelson opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.  The owner is requesting a variance to place a small deck and steps in the residential front yard setback.  Maps and other information were briefly reviewed.  Nelson closed the public hearing at 7:09 p.m.   Motion by Kruser, seconded by Kass, to adopt Resolution #37-15 adopting the findings of fact and granting the variance.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Miscellaneous 
The status of providing Wi-Fi at the Island View Campground and an opening for a Cottonwood County Municipalities Representative on the SW Regional Development Commission was discussed.  

Kuechle Underground, Inc. vs City of Mt. Lake Update
A court order filed Nov. 25 denying the city’s motion for summary judgement was briefly discussed.  Mediation will now be scheduled.  Trial dates have been moved to July, 2016. 

City of Mountain Lake vs. Kenneth Yoder and Rachel Yoder
Nelson closed the open meeting and opened the closed meeting at 7:20 p.m., attorney/client privilege.  The closed meeting was closed and the open meeting opened at 7:57 p.m.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Kass, to appeal the Award of Commissioners dated Nov. 24, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Adjourn 
Nelson adjourned the meeting at 8 p.m. 
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ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator 




