Mountain Lake City Council Meeting

Mountain Lake City Hall 

Monday, May 2, 2016

 6:30 p.m.
Members Present:
Mike Nelson, Dana Kass, Darla Kruser, David Savage
Members Absent: 
Andrew Ysker
Staff Present:
Dawn Fast, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer; Dave Watkins, Ambulance


Captain 

Others Present: 
Beth Smith, Skyler McKinney, Doug Regehr, Cheryl Hiebert
Call to Order 

Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

Agenda and Consent Agenda 

Motion by Savage seconded by Kass, to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion

carried unanimously.  

Bills: Check #’s 9918683 – 9918738; 433E 
Payroll Checks #’s 62432 – 62447
April 18 Council Minutes

April 7 Utility Commission Minutes and April 15 notes
  January 25 Planning and Zoning Minutes
February, March, April Building Permits
Resolution #11-16 Permit Gambling-POW-WOW raffle
Request to Close Streets for  POW WOW
POW WOW Road Race contribution
Public
No one present addressed the council during this portion of the meeting. 

Ordinance #2-16 (Section 9.11 Residential District of City Code regarding 
Residential Front Yard Encroachments) First Reading
The city had a number of residents who increased the size of their landing and steps in 2015.

For some of these homes the increase put the new construction in the 25ft. front yard right-of-way and a variance was needed.  Several other homes just met the setback requirements. This ordinance would allow encroachments, but very limited, in the front yard setback. Discussed and reviewed.

Ordinance #3-16 (Section 4.07 Uniform Building Code-Subd 17 Foundations, Exterior
Walls and Roofs) Second Reading 

Ordinance was reviewed. No action taken
Ordinance #4-16 (Section 8.03 Public Nuisance Affecting Health) Second Reading 

Ordinance was reviewed. No action taken
Ordinance #5-16 (Section 8.17 Subd.1 Cutting and Removal of Grass, Weeds and Other Rank Poisonous or Harmful Vegetation) Second Reading 
Ordinance was reviewed. No action taken
Ordinance #6-16 (Section 9.34 Telecommunication Towers) First Reading

A homeowner is planning on placing a 90 foot amateur radio operator tower on their

property.  When checking the present ordinance language there is an issue with Definition #5.
It includes the sentence: "The term tower shall not include amateur radio operators' equipment, as licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)." The FCC does not have setback requirements. Staff and Planning and Zoning Commission are recommending that the

above sentence be removed from the ordinance. Ordinance reviewed, no action taken.
Ambulance Department - Dave Watkins, Captain
Captain Watkins addressed council about purchasing a new ambulance in 2017. He estimates cost to be around $150,000, this includes trading in the 2006 ambulance. Motion by Kass, seconded by Kruser, to authorize Watkins to start process of contacting vendors for an ambulance with payment and delivery to be in 2017. Motion carried.

2016 Electric Rate Increase-Utilities
Councilman Savage explained the rate study and the recommendations.  After a lot of discussion
Motion by Savage to adopt the rate increase effective July 2016 as proposed in the rate study and review in 6 months Motion died for lack of a second.  Tabled until next meeting. Council members would like staff to provide them with information on proposed rate increases for water, sewer and electric for the next 3 years. 
GESP-Guaranteed Energy Savings Plan Update
McKinstry will provide information on costs for each building and the savings that it would 

provide. Once this is done, a decision will need to be made on how much money each department wants to put into the project. Savings are projected over 15 years.  In some buildings the cost to implement the savings would be more the energy savings. 
Adjourn 
Nelson adjourned the meeting at 7:41 PM.

Approved May 16, 2016. 

ATTEST:

_____________________________________________

Dawn Fast, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

