Mountain Lake City Council Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall
Tuesday, September 6, 2016
6:30 p.m.

Members Present: 	Mike Nelson, Dana Kass, Darla Kruser, David Savage, Andrew Ysker

Members Absent:	None

Staff Present:	Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator; Maryellen Suhrhoff, City Attorney, Muske, Muske, and Suhrhoff; Chief Tim Coners, Dave Watkins, Pat Oja, and Jason Kruser, Mountain Lake Fire Department 

Others Present:	Doug Regehr; Allen Rahn 

Call to Order
Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Agenda and Consent Agenda
Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, approve the consent agenda and adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
     	Bills: Check #’s 9919105 – 9919156, 447E – 450E 
Payroll #’s 62651 - 62685 
August 15 Council Minutes
July 28 Utility Commission Minutes
Close a Portion of Eighth Street, Sunday, September 11
Accept Resignation, Levi Grams, Trails, as of September 8, 2016

Public
Allen Rahn told the council about unlicensed vehicles on an unidentified property in his neighborhood that have not been moved in several years.  He has discussed the problem with the Police Department. The administrator will contact the Police Department.

Mountain Lake Fire Department
Chief Tim Coners and other department members present reviewed the draft 2017 budget with the council.  The status of the township equipment fee, repair and maintenance of equipment, and the department’s reserves were reviewed and discussed.   The old pumper needs to be replaced and is listed on the city’s capital purchase plan.  Cost, financing, and possibly purchasing a used vehicle were discussed.  The new vehicle will likely be delivered a year after it is ordered.  Motion by Kruser, seconded by Kass, to call for bids for a new pumper.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Final Reading, Ordinance #8-16, Amending Section 7.04 Cemetery Regulation
The ordinance was reviewed a final time.  Motion by Kass, seconded by Savage, to adopt Ordinance #8-16.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adoption of Resolution #21-16, Establishing Salaries for City of Mountain Lake Commission and Board Members
The resolution was reviewed and discussed.  Motion by Ysker, seconded by Kass, to adopt Resolution #21-16.  Motion carried unanimously. 

First Reading, Ordinance #10-16 Amending Section 2.13 Salaries of Mayor, Council Members, and Members of Boards and Commissions
The ordinance was reviewed and discussed.  After further consideration the council agreed that the Paragraph B should be revised to read ‘compensation for attending out-of-town meetings less than four (4) hours shall be $40; out-of-town meetings over four (4) hours shall be $80’.

Economic Development Authority (EDA) Land Purchase for New Industrial Park
The EDA has been negotiating the purchase of a 24 acre parcel just southwest of Mountain Lake and has reached a tentative agreement with the owner.  The project, especially financing, was discussed.  No action taken.  

2017 Preliminary Budget and Levy, Resolution #22-16 
The preliminary budget summary sheet was reviewed.  As presented the budget decrease is $13,940.61 or .63 percent from 2016.  As presented the levy increase is $35,054.08 or 5.5% from 2016.  No cuts have been made to the draft budget.  Possible cuts were identified.  There was discussion on dollar amount at which the preliminary levy should be set.  The preliminary levy must be set by September 30.  The final levy will be adopted in mid-December. The final levy can be less than but not more than the preliminary levy.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Ysker, adopt Resolution #22-16 setting the 2017 preliminary levy at $679,518.89, a 7% increase over 2016. Motion carried unanimously.  It is expected that the final levy will be less than the preliminary levy.  

Kuechle Settlement Payment
The Utility Commission has requested the Kuechle Underground v. the City of Mountain Lake settlement amount of $62,500 be divided equally between the city and utility.  Motion by Ysker, seconded by Savage, to divide the cost equally with the utility. Voting Aye: Kass, Nelson, Savage, and Ysker. Voting Nay: Kruser.
   
Community Center Use
A resident is interested in offering dance classes two or three late afternoons a week at the community center.  Community Center rent is $125 per event with a refundable $125 damage deposit.  Rental fees are not waived for business.  Discussion was held on a reasonable fee for the dance studio.  The council wants to support new businesses and activities that draw people to Mountain Lake. By consensus it was agreed that the rent for the dance studio be set a $10/day, plus the $125 damage deposit for its first year.  The fee will be revisited next summer before classes begin again in the fall.

Street Department, Seal Coating Update
The League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust, the city’s insurers, notified the City on August 23 that the City has coverage for the incident.  The clean-up is mostly complete.  The material collected needs to be disposed of at an approved landfill, and the collection booms at the plunge pool outlet are still in place and being monitored until late September when they should be removed. 
Public Nuisance Update 
The city attorney updated the council on the status of the on-going public nuisance abatement at 1406 Third Avenue. 

CMPAS Annual Membership Meeting Invitation & CenterPoint Church Invitation
The two invitations were briefly discussed. 

Preparation for Union Negotiations 
Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, to close the meeting at 8:07 PM and open the closed meeting pursuant to MN Statutes 179A.01 – 179A.25 to consider union contract negotiation strategies.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Ysker, seconded by Kass, to close the closed meeting and open the open meeting at 8:45 PM. 

‘Notice of Desire to Negotiate’
Motion by Savage, seconded by Ysker, authorizing the sending of Notice of Desire to Negotiate to the local American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) and Law Enforcement Labor Services (LELS) unions.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjourn  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM. 
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ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator 














