Mt. Lake City Council
Mt. Lake City Hall 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014
 6:00 p.m.


Members Present:	Dean Janzen, Darla Kruser, Brian Schultz, Andrew Ysker
	
Members Absent: 	David Savage

Staff Present:	Maryellen Suhrhoff, Muske, Muske and Suhrhoff, City Attorney; Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator

Others Present: 	Dana Kass, Council Member Elect; Mike Nelson, Mayor Elect; Andy Kehren, Bolton & Menk, City Engineer; Carol W. Harder; Phillip Harder; Steve Dick; Doug Regehr; Chad Klassen; Julie Brugman; Myrna Long; Hugh Long; James Dick; Kenneth Unruh 

Call to Order 
Acting Mayor Schultz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

Agenda and Consent Agenda
Motion by Ysker, seconded by Kruser, to add 6c. 2015 council meeting schedule to the agenda.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Kruser, seconded by Ysker, to adopt the agenda as amended and the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Bills: Check #’s 9916797-9916843; 368-E
      Payroll: Check #’s 61443-61503
Nov. 17 and Nov. 24 Council Minutes
Nov. 18/24 Special Assessment Public Hearing Minutes
Nov. 13 Utility Commission Minutes

2015 Council Meeting Schedule
Kruser explained that she will be taking Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) training Jan. through April.  The class meets on Monday evenings and will conflict with council meetings.
There was discussion on changing council meetings from the first and third Mondays of the month to a more suitable day.  The matter will be discussed further at the Dec. 16 council meeting.   

2015 Budget Presentation and Discussion
The 2015 budget and levy were reviewed.  The preliminary levy was set at an increase of 10%.  The 2015 budget will require an increase of 4.9% if no additional reductions are made.  The preliminary levy can be reduced but not increased.  The Fire Dept. budget was discussed, specifically future equipment purchases.  The Fire Dept. officers will be asked to attend the Dec. 16 council meeting to discuss the matter further with the council.   The impact of the decision to reduce the 2012-2014 Utility and Street Project special assessments is still being determined.  The council discussed the possibility of increasing the levy more than 4.9% to offset the loss of revenue from special assessments.   

Public
No one present addressed the council during this portion of the meeting. 

Utility and Street Project Special Assessments
As part of the revisions made to the roll, the special assessments on undeveloped parcels were reduced by 60%.  City staff is requesting clarification of what is an undeveloped parcel. Various factors were considered.  There are also four parcels that are a block long, run from a street on the south edge of the property to a street on the north edge of the property.  Currently both sides are being assessed as front lots.  There has been a request that one of the sides be assessed as a front lot; the other as a side lot.  Motion by Schultz, seconded Ysker, that for the purposes of the special assessment roll an undeveloped parcel is one that has no buildings with permanent foundations; and to assess block long parcels 22.443.0390, 22.610.0760, 22.610.0770 and 22.443.0300 as having one front lot and one side lot.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Mt. Lake Christian School
The Christian School has six parcels that received special assessments. Steve Dick, building chairman, asked which of the school’s lots are developed and which are not.  After discussion there was a motion by Schultz, seconded by Ysker, to rescind the previous motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Schultz, seconded by Ysker, to define an undeveloped lot as one with no permanent structures (no foundation) and is not a parking lot improved with gravel, concrete, asphalt or other surfacing materials; (A parcel is considered developed if it has permanent structures and improved parking lots.) and to assess block long parcels 22.443.0390, 22.610.0760, 22.610.0770 and 22.443.0300 as having one front lot and one side lot.  Motion carried unanimously.  The parcel on which the school’s holding pond, 22.135.0010, is located was discussed.  The pond is also used by the city.  Motion by Schultz, seconded by Kruser, that all Christian School Prince St. special assessments be reduced by 60% because the parcels are undeveloped.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
2015 Budget 
Several residents addressed the council on the increased value of their property. The notice from the county auditor said the budget discussion would be held at 6:30, not at 6:00.  It was explained that residents need to attend the Board of Review and Equalization usually held in May to question their property’s value. 

614 11th St. 
The owner is asking for a reduction of 260 sq. ft. of drive-way concrete from their assessment. The contractor was careless and caused damage requiring additional concrete be replaced.  Motion by Schultz, seconded by Kruser, to reduce the amount of drive-way concrete assessed by 260 sq. ft.  Motion carried unanimously. 

1315 6th Ave.
The new concrete was sawed incorrectly creating a cosmetic flaw. After some discussion the council and owner agreed that in the future when the drive-way is replaced compensation will be determined. 
 
520 10th St. N.
The owner is asking that his two adjoining parcels be considered one for assessment purposes. This would reverse the front lot/side lot designations.  The council took no action. 

Request from to Revise Section 6.31 Tobacco Licensing
A member of DesMoines Health and Human Services staff has prepared a draft amending Mt. Lake City Code, Section 6.31 Tobacco and is requesting the city consider adopting it.  The council questioned which amendments are required by law.  The city attorney will research.  

 League of MN Cities Insurance Trust 2014-15 Coverage Changes, Rates and Dividends
The memo was reviewed. No action taken. 

 Kuechle v. City of Mt. Lake 
Mayor Janzen opened the closed meeting, attorney-client privilege at 8:35 p.m.   The closed meeting was closed at 8:50 p.m.  No action taken.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolution #30-14 
The amount of the Rural Development loan for fire-fighting equipment has been reduced from $43,000 to $32,000.  The resolution needs to be revised to reflect the change.  Motion by Kruser, seconded by Ysker, to revise the resolution.  Motion carried unanimously.  The loan is for five (5) years with a four (4) percent interest rate.  Closing is Fri. Dec. 5.

Approved December 16, 2014.

ATTEST:

___________________________________________
Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator 
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