Mountain Lake City Council Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall 
Monday, November 21, 2016
6:30 PM

Members Present: 	Mike Nelson, Dana Kass, Darla Kruser, David Savage, Andrew Ysker

Members Absent:	None

Staff Present:	Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator; Maryellen Suhrhoff, City Attorney, Muske, Muske, and Suhrhoff; Officer Emily Mathiowetz, Local Steward, Law Enforcement Labor Services 

Others Present:	Daintri Pedersen; Jason Kruser; Len McFarland, Law Enforcement Labor Services Business Agent

Call to Order
The council meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Mayor Mike Nelson.  Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, to approve the agenda and consent agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
	     Bills: Check #’s 9919346-9919387, 459-460E
Payroll #’s 62762-62825
November 7 and 14 Council Minutes
October 27 Utilities Commission Minutes
October 11 Lake Commission Minutes
October 14 Economic Development Authority Minutes
October 12  Library Board Minutes, October Library Report and Expenditures
Approval of Uncle B’s Off-Sale License

Public
No one present addressed the council during this portion of the meeting.  

Utility Deposits
The results of an informal survey of other cities in regard to utility deposits for people purchasing or selling property by contract for deed were reviewed.  The municipal utility currently requires a $250 deposit from the purchaser (vendee) and a $100 deposit of the seller (vendor).  Some of the cities that responded require larger deposits from the vendee than for a property owner.  No other city that responded requires a deposit from the vendor.  By consensus the council agreed that the $100 vendor deposit should be eliminated and directly the attorney and administrator to revise the city’s ordinances and policies to reflect the change effective January 1, 2017. 

Sub-Station Project 
Much of the site preparation work has been completed.  Mike Thielen, Utilities Plus Energy Services, the project engineer, is requesting that the council call for masonry work bids.  Motion by Ysker, seconded by Savage, to call for bids.  Motion carried unanimously. 

2017 Utility Rates 
The rates increases recommended in studies prepared by Missouri River Energy Services and Northland Securities were reviewed.  The Utility Commission reviewed the rates at their November 10 meeting and recommended that the council raise the rates as recommended in the rate studies. Water and sewer rates will increase 2%; electric rates will increase an average of 4.5 %. Individual electric classes will see increases ranging from 3.3% to 6.7% depending upon the class.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Ysker, to adopt Resolution #30-16 Setting 2017 Water, Sanitary Sewer, and Electric Rates.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Rustic Path off the Trail
The path is located on the north side of the lake and provides a path to a bench. The Department of Natural Resources’ permission and limitations for this path, in writing, have been requested but not received.  The matter was tabled until the letter is received. 

Dog Park
By consensus it was agreed that an area in the southwest corner of Lawcon Park, at the intersection of Prince St. and Golf Course Road, is the preferred location.  A sketch of the site, possible amenities, location of fences, mowing, protection of trees, and other concerns were discussed.  Council Member Kruser and a group of volunteers with the assistance of city staff were directed to prepare a detailed plan of the project including size, fencing, benches, water and other amenities, rules, and cost for the council’s review and approval. 

Ordinance 11-16, Amendment of Section 3.05, Subdivision 7, Paragraph E
The Utility Commission is recommending that Section 3.05 be amended so that the utility account affiliated with a property where a theft or other unlawful act has occurred be billed for the cost of determining and repairing the damage, the unmetered usage, and fined.  

Revision of Drug and Alcohol Policy
It has been determined that additional language addressing Chamber functions for the Economic Development and Chamber staff should be added to the policy.  Adoption was tabled to a future meeting.  

Law Enforcement Labor Services (LELS) Contract Negotiation  
The offers made by LELS and the city were reviewed, discussed and explained.  Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, to close the meeting at 7:46 PM and opened the closed meeting pursuant to MN Statutes 179.01 – 179A.25 to prepare a union contract counter offer.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Ysker, to close the close meeting and open the open meeting at 8:00 PM.  Motion carried unanimously.  The offer prepared by the city was given to the union for their review and consideration.  

2017 Designations and Appointments
The 2016 list of council member appointments was reviewed and changes were made.  There was also discussion on appointing and re-appointing citizens to fill openings on the city’s boards and commissions. 

Adjourn  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17PM. 
Approved December 6, 2016. 
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