Mountain Lake City Council
Regular Council Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall 
Tuesday, April 7, 2015
6:30 p.m. 

Members Present:	Dana Kass, Darla Kruser, Mike Nelson, David Savage, Andrew Ysker
	
Members Absent: 	None

Staff Present:	Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator; Maryellen Suhrhoff, City Attorney; 
	Rick Oeltjenbruns, Street, Parks, & Cemetery Supt. 

Others Present: 	Judy Harder, Dave Bucklin, Tree Commission; Doug Regehr; Rachel Yoder

Call to Order 
Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

Agenda and Consent Agenda 
Motion by Savage, seconded by Kruser, to add 8a. Ordinances to the consent agenda.  Motion 
carried unanimously. Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, to adopt the agenda as amended and
approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  

                     Bills: Check #’s 9917215 - 9917284*(1-7)                                                  
                     Payroll Checks #61698-61745
                     March 17 Council Minutes
Feb. 26 Utility Commission Minutes
Resolution #7-15 Proclaiming April 24 Arbor Day in Mt. Lake 
Resolution #8-15 Permit Gambling – Pow Wow 
 Chamber request to close streets for Pow Wow, June 14 – 16
Rural Fire Dept. Vol. Fire Assistance Matching Grant Project

Public 
Rachel Yoder discussed the trail with the council. 

Off-Sale Liquor License, Uncle B’s Liquor, Bruce Prachomphonh
Prachomphonh has submitted an application for an off-sale liquor store to be located at 1034 3rd Ave. Discussion was held the number of off-sale liquor stores the city can have (there is no limit) and if city code should be amended to limit the number of on and off sale establishments. Motion by Kass, seconded by Kruser, to approve the license contingent on approval from the State of Minnesota.  Motion carried.  Voting Aye: Kass, Kruser, Nelson, and Ysker.  Voting Nay: Savage. 

826   10th St. N.
Letters sent to the homeowners and occupants of 826 10th St. N., Sections 8.01 and 8.03 of Mt. Lake City Code, and photographs of the property were reviewed. Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, ordering abatement of the public nuisances as found in Subd. 6 of Section 8.03 and attach the bill to the property taxes for collection. Motion carried unanimously. 

Street, Parks & Cemetery Dept., Rick Oeltjenbruns, Supt.
2015 Seal Coat and Crack Fill Work
Oeltjenbruns provided the council with a map of the streets to be seal coated or crack filled in 2015; $25,000 has been budgeted for the work.  The streets to be seal coated are  The east /west portion of So. Klein St.; 6th St. between 3rd and 4th Ave.; and 4th Ave. between 12th and 15th St. Streets to be crack filled are Sunset Ave.; Prairie Lane; 7th Ave. from Golf Course Rd. to 8th St.; 7th  and 9th St. So. from 1st Ave. S. to Mt. Lake Rd.; Mt. Lake Rd. from 7th to 10th St. So., and Stuart Ave.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Kruser, to call for seal coat bids.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bargen, Inc. will do the crack fill work. 
Equipment Purchase
Oeltjenbruns presented a state bid for a broom for the skid loader.  The current broom was made by city employees in 1992.  The cost is $4,700 less $700 for the trade-in.  Motion by Savage, seconded by Kass, to purchase the broom from GDF, Windom.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Amend Cemetery Ordinance 
Staff is requesting that several changes be made to the ordinance:  The size of masonry foundation base pad for a double lot should be increased from 2 ft.  by 5ft. to 2ft. by 6 ft. in Subd. 10 Monuments and Markers and Subd. 14 Diagrams.  It should be clarified in Subd. 8 Burial Vaults that cremains must be buried below ground.  Staff was directed to prepare amendments to the ordinance for these changes.  

Tree Commission, Judy Harder and Dave Bucklin 
Food Forest Update
Bucklin and Harder presented a list of bushes and shrubs to be planted and explained that they will be planted in May in Lawcon Park and on other city owned property. The Food Forest is being funded by a $2,500 grant from the Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP).   
2015 Tree Removals/Replacements Update
The list of trees to be removed was reviewed.  Bucklin told the council that an article discussing the work of the Tree Commission will be in the next Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) regional newsletter.  Since the inception of the commission the city has reduced the number of ash growing on city controlled land by 10%.   Bucklin also discussed grants to remove buckthorn and plant trees along the lakeshore and trail. 

First Quarter 2015 Budget Review 
The revenue and expenses of the first quarter were reviewed.  It was noted that the city’s Workers’ Compensation premium increased 31%.  

Compensation Plan Update
Corrections to the schedule used to make 2015 salary adjustments were reviewed.  Unions and staff will be notified. 

Committee Reports
Updates were provided.  The City Hall committee will meet in April.  The website committee will meet at noon on Tues. April 14.  Nelson updated the group on his efforts to erect new identification/census signs at the city entrances and designate Co. Rd. 27 a Hwy. 60 business loop.  Discussion was held on the possibility of the city building an outdoor swimming pool.  It was agreed that the city and school board should meet to discuss the future of the school’s pool and the council’s interest in a new pool.  The clerk/administrator will contact school to arrange a meeting; Tues. April 21 at 5:30 pm was tentatively set.   

City-wide Clean-up Update
A Cottonwood County trailer will be at City Hall on May 2city-wide clean-up from 8am to noon to collect mattresses.    The city was also informed that Eagle Recycling will discontinue curbside appliance pick-up after April 16; residents will have to take appliances to the county landfill.  The clerk/administrator will contact Cottonwood County to discuss appliance pick-up during city-wide clean-up.  

Electric Dept. Conservation Improvement Plan (CIP) Update
The CIP rebates given this year were reviewed.  The department has met its 2015 savings goal but not its spending goal.  

Ordinances 
The animal ordinance, accessory uses and non-conforming uses were discussed. 

Mt. Lake Trail 
Nelson closed the open meeting and opened the closed meeting at 9:08 pm, attorney client privilege.  The closed meeting was closed and the open meeting opened at 9:24 pm.  No action taken.  

Adjourn
Motion by Ysker, seconded by Kruser at 9:25 p.m.  Motion carried. 

Approved April 21, 2015. 

ATTEST:

[bookmark: _GoBack]______________________________________________
Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator 

