MT. LAKE CITY CODE
SECTION 9.51.  PERMITS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR FENCES, WALLS, OR HEDGES.

Subdivision 1. Application.  

The requirements of this section shall apply to all new or replacement fences, walls, or shrubbery erected or installed from and after the effective date of this ordinance, but shall not apply to the mere repair of existing fences.

Subdivision 2. General Requirements.

A. All fences of more than thirty inches (30) in height shall require a zoning permit.

B. No fence shall contain barbed wire except in those areas used for open storage, or requiring public protection, which may be enclosed with industrial chain fink fence of at least seven (7) feet topped with three (3) strands of barbed wire, provided it projects over the property on the private side of the fence.

C. No fence shall be charged with electric current.

D. No fence, wall, shrubbery or other obstruction to vision above a height of thirty (30) inches from the established street grades shall be permitted, within the triangular area formed at the intersection of any street right-a-way lines by a straight line drawn between said right-of-way lines at a distance along each line of twenty-five (25) feet from their point of intersection.

E. Fences must be maintained so as not to endanger life or property and any fence which through lack of repair, type of construction or otherwise that imperils health, life or property, or the well-being of a neighborhood shall be deemed a nuisance.

F. All fences must be located on the private property of the person, firm, or corporation constructing the fence.

G. All fences shall comply with all other requirements of law as it applies to fence installation and materials.

Subdivision 3.  Residential Regulations.
A. Prohibited Material.  No fence or wall shall be constructed of any electrically charged element or barbed wire.

B. Approved Material.  All fences in residential districts shall be constructed of stone, brick, finished wood, chained link, and vinyl.  The finished side of the fence, or that side of the fence without exposed support or posts, shall face the neighboring properties or streets.

C. Side and Rear Yard Requirements.  No fence or wall located in a side or rear yard shall be of height exceeding (6) feet, measured from its top edge to the ground at any point.

D. Front Yards.  No fence or wall located in a front yard shall be of a height exceeding four (4) feet, measured from its top edge to the ground at any point and (10) feet from the curb line.

E. Maintenance.  Every fence or wall shall be maintained in a good and safe condition at all times.  Every damaged or missing element of any fence or wall shall be repaired or replaced immediately.

F. Setbacks.  A fence may be located adjacent to, but not on, a property line.  No fence, wall hedge, or other screening device shall be permitted to encroach on any public right-of-way.

Subdivision 4.  Commercial and Industrial Regulations.

A. Electrically Charged Elements and Barbed Wire.  No fence or wall shall be constructed of any electrically charged element or barbed wire. In the Industrial Districts barbed wire may be used in accordance with Subd2 (b).

B. Front, Side and Rear Yard Requirements.  No fence or wall located in a side or rear yard shall be of height exceeding (8) feet, measured from its top edge to the ground at any point.

C. Setbacks.  A fence may be located adjacent to, but not on, a property line.  No fence, wall, hedge, or other screening device shall be permitted to encroach on any public right-of-way.

Subdivision 5.  Duties of Building Official.  

Violation of this Ordinance shall be deemed a public nuisance.  The building official shall enforce the provisions of this ordinance and take all reasonable precautions to prevent the commission and maintenance of public nuisances.

Subdivision 6.  Duties of Building Official.  

Whenever the building official charged with enforcement determines that a public nuisance is being maintained or exists on premises in the city, the building official shall notify in writing the owner and occupant of the premises of such fact and order that such nuisance be terminated and abated.  The owner and occupant of the premises shall be served such notice in person or by U. S. mail.  If the premises are not occupied and the owner is unknown, the notice may be served by posting it on the premises.  The notice shall specify the steps to be taken to abate the nuisance and the time, not exceeding thirty (30) days shall elapse between the day of posting and the hearing.

Subdivision 7.  Recovery of Cost.

A. Personal Liability.  The owner of premises on which a nuisance has been abated by the city shall be personally liable for the cost to the city of the abatement, including administrative costs.  As soon as the work has been completed and the cost determine, the city clerk or other official designated by the Council shall prepare a bill for the cost and mail it to the owner.  Thereupon the amount shall be immediately due and payable at the office of the city clerk.

B. Assessment.  If the nuisance is on private property, the clerk shall on or before September 1, following abatement of the nuisance list the total unpaid charges along with all other such charges as well as other charges for current services assessed under Minnesota Statues, Section 429.101 against each separate lot or parcel to which the charges are attributable.  The council may then spread the charges against such property under that statute and other pertinent statutes for certification to the county auditor and collection along with current taxes the following year or in annual installments, not exceeding ten, as the council may determine in each cage.

Subdivision 8.  Variance.  

Any deviation from the provisions of this Section shall require a variance.  If a variance is requested, the variance shall be considered in accordance with the zoning variance procedures and fees for this variance will be in accordance with the zoning variance fee.

Subdivision 9.  Penalty.  

Violation of any provisions of this ordinance shall be a misdemeanor and shall be punishable as provided by Minnesota Law.
