Mountain Lake City Council 
Board of Appeal and Equalization 
Thursday May 7, 2015
5:30 p.m. 

Members Present:  	Mike Nelson, Mayor; Dana Kass, Darla Kruser, Andrew Ysker

Members Absent:	David Savage

Staff Present:         	Wendy Meyer, Administrator

Others Present:	Gale Bondhus, County Assessor; Allan Coners and Karla Ambrose, Assessors; Chad Klassen; Rodney Goertzen; Don Pankratz,; Jay Scheid; Hugh and Myra Long; Zachary Strom; Janine Penner 

Mayor Nelson called the Board of Review to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Board of Review
Gale Bondhus, County Assessor, introduced herself, Karla Ambrose, and Allan Coners.  

Bondhus explained that the 2015 residential assessments for taxes payable in 2016 are based on residential sales occurring between Oct. 1, 2013 and Sept. 30, 2014. Residential sales during the period were strong.   After several years of two or three percent decreases in value, residential values on average increased ten percent in the city over 2014. Commercial/industrial values are stable. The city’s current market value is $64,978,300; several small categories of specialized values still need to be added.   

Chad Klassen, 22.413.0610, 510 6th Ave. asked questions to clarify how the value of his property was determined. The mass appraisal process was explained. 

Rodney Goertzen and Don Pankratz, representing Mt. Lake Assembly of God church asked for a reduction in value of four acres of farmland the church owns on the west edge of Mt. Lake, PIN 22.413.0460 and PIN 22.413.0650.  Council discussed the valuation of similar parcels of land in the City; some in agriculture production and others left in grass. 

Hugh and Myrna Long, PIN 22.520.0020, 704 2nd Ave., questioned the 7.8 % increase in the value of their property. This increase is within the 10% overall city-wide increase.  

Zachary Strom, PIN 22.290.0160, 904 11th St. recently purchased the property and asked questions to clarify how the value of his property was determined.  The previous owner had not responded to the request for an inspection and the ‘no response’ penalty of 15% was added to the value.  

Janine Penner, PIN 22.610.0791, 1425 6th Ave. had questions about claiming a homestead. 

The Assessor’s Office requested market value corrections for two properties:
PIN 22.413.0441, Mt. Lake Limited Partnership, reduce value by $495,700. Assessor Office’s error made during subsidized housing credit calculations.
	PIN 22.413.0830, Charles and Sharon Isaac, 609 6th Ave., the 15% ‘no response’ penalty should be removed. The property has been inspected/appraised by County Assessor staff. 

Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, to make no changes to the value of PIN 22.413.0610 but to defer to the decision of the June 16 Cottonwood County Board of Appeal and Equalization as recommended by the County Assessor staff.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Motion by Kass, seconded by Kruser, to reduce the value of PIN 22.413.0460 and PIN 22.413.0650 by 40% from a total value of $40,900 (22.413,0460 from $15,400 to $9,200 and 22.413.0650 from $25,500 to $15,300) to a total value of $24,500 for reasons that make the land less than desirable farmland: irregular shape, low with drainage issues, and limited ability to use herbicides and insecticides due to proximity to the Mt. Lake Apartment complex. Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion by Kruser, seconded by Ysker, to make no adjustments to the value of 22.520.0020 as recommended by the County Assessor staff.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion by Kass, seconded by Kruser, to make no changes to the value of 22.290.0160 but to defer to any decision made at the June 16 Cottonwood County Board of Appeal and Equalization as recommended by the County Assessor staff.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion by Kruser, seconded by Kass, to remove the 15% ‘no response’ penalty from the value of 22.413.0830 adjusting the value from $61,600 ($4,100 land and $57,500 buildings) to $57,300 ($4,100 land and $53,200 buildings) as recommended by the County Assessor staff.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion by Kruser, seconded by Kass to correct the valuation error of 22.413.0441, reducing the value from $973,900 ($20,500 land and $953,400 buildings) to $478,200 ($16,400 land and $461,800 buildings) as recommended by the County Assessor staff. 

Motion by Ysker, seconded by Kass, to accept the other assessments as presented.  Motion carried.

Motion by Kruser, seconded by Ysker, to adjourn at 7:14 p.m. 
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ATTEST:  _______________________________
                  Wendy Meyer, Administrator/Clerk 







