Regular Council Meeting
Mountain Lake City Hall 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2015
6:30 p.m.

Members Present:	Mike Nelson, Darla Kruser, Dana Kass, David Savage, Andrew Ysker 
	
Members Absent: 	 None

Staff Present:	Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator; Maryellen Suhrhoff, Muske, Muske and Suhrhoff; Doug Bristol, Chief of Police; Will Pohlmann, Police Officer; Dave Watkins, Ambulance Captain  

Others Present: 	Jamie and Braden Pohlmann; Jason Kruser; Brandon Green; Curt Feil; Gloria McKissick; Doug Regehr; Randy Markl, MN Dept. of Natural Resources, Windom Area Wildlife Manager; Dave Bucklin Cottonwood Soil and Water Conservation District    

Call to Order 
Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

Agenda and Consent Agenda 
Motion by Kass, seconded by Savage, to approve the consent agenda and the agenda as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.	
Bills: Check #’s 9917802-9917868; 399E – 401E
Payroll Checks #’s 61974 - 62007
Aug. 17 and 31Council Minutes
Aug. 13 Utility Commission Minutes
May 26, June 1 and July 22 Planning and Zoning Minutes
Laker Bar & Grill Request to Close a Portion of 2nd Ave.

Public 
Gloria McKissick distributed copies of the Mt. Lake Municipal Utilities Shut-Off Policies to the council.  The policies and other utility related topics were briefly discussed. 

Oath of Office, Officer Will Pohlmann 
Officer Pohlmann took the oath of office. 

Resignation of Officer Nick Naxay
Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, to accept the resignation of Nick Naxay effective Sept. 11 and thank him for his service to the City of Mt. Lake. Motion carried unanimously.

Open Police Positions
Motion by Kass, seconded by Kruser, authorizing the Police Dept. to fill the open full-time position.  Motion carried unanimously. Rather than post the opening immediately Chief Bristol recommended that another candidate in the group from which Officer Pohlmann was hired be considered.  The candidate is interested in the position and as a first step is completing the paperwork for a background check.  Further two of the department’s three part-time officers have verbally stated they will be resigning.  It will take time to hire long-term part-time officers. Motion by Savage, seconded by Kruser, authorizing the posting of part-time officer positions.  Voting aye: Nelson, Kruser, Savage Ysker; voting nay: Kass. Motion carried. 

Public Nuisance, 1701 3rd Ave.
Photographs of the property taken earlier in the day, and the status of the clean-up work were discussed with the property owner.  Motion by Kass, seconded by Ysker, to waive the fine.

Hunting on Mt. Lake Trail on City and Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) land 
Randy Markl, DNR, Windom Area Wildlife Manager, reviewed the restrictions on the property given to the City by the DNR as part of a land exchange in 2002.  Due to the restrictions the public has the right to hunt on the property; and any trail placed on the property must be approved by the DNR.  It was agreed that grass cut previously to create ‘rustic trails’ will not be cut in the future.    
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Guaranteed Energy Savings Program (GESP)
Drew Hage, SW MN Regional Development Commission (SRDC) had a conflict and could not attend. He will attend the Sept. 21st council meeting. 

EDA Request to Waive Special Assessments, former Elizabeth House, 1616 Prince St.
The EDA recently purchased the property and will be selling it to a party who intends to open a daycare.  To help reduce the new owner’s expenses the EDA board is requesting the city waive the 2012-2014 Utility and Street Project special assessments in the amount of $8,759.92. Motion by Ysker, seconded by Kruser, to not waive the special assessment.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Re-attachment of Utility Bill at 505 10th St. N. 
The property was tax-forfeited; the neighbor is interested in purchasing it.  There was a $723 unpaid utility bill attached to the property tax prior to the forfeiture.  The neighbor asked if the city intended to re-attach the utility bill.  The Utility Commission considered the request at their Aug. 20 meeting and recommended to the council that the bill not be re-attached.   Motion by Savage, seconded by Kruser, to not re-attach the utility bill.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Campground Wi-Fi
Options and costs from MVTV, MediaCom and Frontier were reviewed.  Motion by Kruser, seconded by Kass, to install an MVTV hot spot in the campground which will enable campers to order Wi-Fi directly from the company, provided the signal can be received from the MVTV equipment on the city water tower.  Motion carried unanimously.  

First Reading Revision of Section 8.13 Regulation of Potentially Dangerous and Dangerous Dogs 
The Police Dept. and City Attorney recently dealt with a dangerous dog.  The city’s current ordinance and Cottonwood County Ordinance No. 37 ‘An Ordinance Regulating Dangerous Dogs in Cottonwood County’ were reviewed.  Suhrhoff is recommending Section 8.13 of Mt. Lake City Code be amended to include action to be taken if an owner fails to comply with the section’s requirements. A rough draft of the amendment was reviewed.  

Complete Street Policy- Active Living Plan 
Adopting a Complete Streets Policy was discussed at the time the plan was adopted.   Motion by Ysker, seconded by Savage, to adopt Resolution #25-15 Establishing a Complete Streets Policy.  Motion carried unanimously.

2016 Budget - Adoption of Resolution #24-15 2016 Economic Development Authority (EDA) Levy
Motion by Savage, seconded by Ysker, to adopt Resolution #24-25 setting the 2016 EDA levy at $8,482.36. Motion carried unanimously. 

Review of 2016 Budget, Draft #3 
The draft was reviewed; further reductions were considered.  Dave Watkins, Ambulance Captain discussed the department’s 2016 needs with the council.
 
Building Permit Penalty
The St. James resolution setting an administrative penalty of double the permit fee for starting a construction project without a license was reviewed.  The clerk/administrator will prepare a resolution for the council’s consideration at the Sept. 21st meeting.

Winter Snow Plowing Agreement
The agreement was reviewed.  Motion by Ysker, seconded by Kass, to approve the agreement for the 2015-16 snow season.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Clean Water Revolving Fund Project Priority List and Intended Use Plan
The City of Mt. Lake’s sewer treatment upgrade project received 83 out of 100 possible points.  The project is 12th on the list; 297 projects were submitted. 

Adjourn
Nelson adjourned the meeting at 9:52 p.m.  
Approved September 21, 2015. 
ATTEST:

______________________________________________________
Wendy Meyer, Clerk/Administrator



